FACCC Endorses Treasurer Phil Angelides for Governor

by Dennis Smith
After considerable deliberation and review, FACCC has endorsed Treasurer Phil Angelides for governor. In alignment with its process, FACCC interviewed both Angelides and Westly, while examining Schwarzenegger’s record as the incumbent (Schwarzenegger, Bustamante, McClintock, Camejo and Huffington were offered to complete a survey in the recall/succession election).

Of all the candidates in the upcoming race, Angelides holds the longest and closest connection to FACCC. He has also worked the hardest to successfully garner the endorsement of public educators across the state. FACCC is pleased to join in the long list of supporters who have recognized his commitment to education.
In his endorsement interview, Treasurer Angelides emphasized the following priorities for community colleges:
1) Increased funding: “You cannot have first class schools and community colleges without first class funding. We can afford to make sure that we can recruit and retain the best faculty, have the class size and course offerings and professional development programs to make sure that we can recruit in the global economy.”
2) Access and affordability: On his first day in office, Angelides would propose rolling back community college fees from $26 to $18 unit – as a starting point.
3)
Strong faculty, good pay, full-time status: Angelides applauds the community college system for implementing a 75 percent goal for full-time faculty. He promised to fight for part-time pay parity, and was unequivocal in his support for a stable and funded Defined Benefit program. Additionally, Angelides expressed support for professional development, along with other categorical programs, such as Matriculation, which have suffered cuts in recent years. 
Treasurer Angelides recognizes some of the long-standing problems affecting community colleges, and vowed to work with FACCC to solve them. These include providing community colleges with their statutory share of the Proposition 98 split, ensuring that community colleges are funded during a budget delay and guaranteeing the same property tax backfill protections enjoyed by K-12.
Of extreme importance is that Angelides believes in what’s being proposed by the “Community College Governance, Funding Stabilization, and Student Fee Reduction Act,” the ballot initiative sponsored by FACCC and its coalition partners. FACCC looks forward to working with him on this measure during the campaign.
Finally, in addition to outlining the various differences between himself and Governor Schwarzenegger, FACCC was also pleased to hear of his objections to former Governor Gray Davis’ cuts to community college funding. This level of integrity is consistent with FACCC’s experiences with Angelides in his work as Treasurer. 

While governing a state as large and as polarized as California is never easy, FACCC believes that Angelides will fight for community colleges, while paying particular attention to the needs of faculty and students, alike. FACCC believes he best reflects our values and, as such, has earned our endorsement.

Controller Steve Westly and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

FACCC has extremely kind words for Controller Steve Westly. Upon assuming office in 2000, he quickly established a warm relationship between the Controller’s office and FACCC – one that had been icy for eight years. Controller Westly has worked with FACCC to ensure that community colleges are paid during a budget delay, an issue of ongoing concern. He has also supported FACCC on the CalSTRS Board in the fight against elimination or deterioration of the Defined Benefit (DB) program.
Like Treasurer Angelides, Controller Westly spoke to the students, faculty, administrators, and trustees who attended the March in March – the rallies fighting untenable cutbacks in funding and programs. Finally, FACCC was extremely grateful to Controller Westly for helping community college students to understand the importance of Propositions 57 and 58 (measures supported by both Westly and Schwarzenegger), pertaining to the state budget.

FACCC also recognizes that Governor Schwarzenegger has provided the most funding for community colleges of any governor in recent history. When he was first elected, his representatives at the Office of the Secretary of Education communicated to FACCC that, while Governor Schwarzenegger supports the 10.93 percent Proposition 98 statutory split, he could not produce it overnight. During its three years in office, the Schwarzenegger Administration has moved community colleges from 9.52 percent to a proposed level of 10.72 percent. This is a considerable improvement over the last Administration.
Improvements to the community colleges’ Proposition 98 split percentage aside, the Schwarzenegger record has been enigmatic at best, and downright hostile at worst. Funding increases for community colleges have occurred against the backdrop of a broken deal with K-12, yielding serious ramifications for community colleges. Remaining at stake is $3 billion in lost Prop 98 funding, a percentage of which could make a big difference for our institutions.

While Schwarzenegger has increased community college funding with particular sensitivity to low-revenue districts, his Administration has completely and intentionally ignored faculty priorities, such as 75/25 , part-time health benefits and office hours (two Pete Wilson-era programs), and part-time pay equity.  Even more inexplicable is the fact that, while Schwarzenegger provided community colleges with over $400 million additional dollars, he simultaneously championed an initiative (Proposition 76) which could have eliminated a like-kind amount from community colleges on an annual basis.
FACCC has been extremely pleased with Schwarzenegger’s first-hand approach in visiting and evaluating college campuses and their needs. As a product of community colleges, himself, FACCC remains puzzled, then, with his subsequent California Performance Review, a proposal that would have eliminated the independence of the Community College Chancellor’s Office altogether. Even more puzzling is why Schwarzenegger is supporting a much lower split for the community colleges in the proposed higher education bond than was supported by the public in the last election.
Despite FACCC’s objections, Schwarzenegger championed raising student fees from $18 - $26 per unit, collecting approximately $90 million in revenues for the state. Immediately thereafter, he was willing to spend up to $80 million on a special election, which politicians across the landscape of political spectrum, as well as the public at-large, opposed.
Assuming we could get beyond all the inconsistencies mentioned above, FACCC must oppose a candidate who wishes to eliminate, or weaken, the CalSTRS DB program. Although Schwarzenegger removed his initiative eliminating the DB program from consideration for the June ballot, it still stands at the forefront of his agenda. This is the defining deal-breaker, under which compromise is not possible.
Phil Angelides squarely stands with FACCC in our defense of the future of the CalSTRS DB program, and the retirement security of community college faculty past, present and future.  When a legislative  proposal was made earlier this year in the form of a constitutional amendment  to create a two-tiered retirement system for California’s teachers, Phil Angelides was at the front of the effort to see to it that that the CalSTRS Board opposed that plan.  
The FACCC Board of Governors has made its endorsement decision for this, and all of the reasons stated herein.  We realize that the political and fiscal ideologies of FACCC members span a wide and varied spectrum.  However, now given this detailed information under which the FACCC board’s decision was made, it is our hope that your voting decision will be made easier.
