Date

The Honorable John Doe

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Doe:

I am writing to call your attention to the recent establishment of the Community College Caucus.  I believe that this bipartisan caucus will provide a useful emphasis on Capitol Hill on the contributions that America’s community colleges make to the nation’s economic and social well-being.  It will also highlight some of the needs of these critical and complex institutions.

I hope that you will consider joining the caucus, as a means of demonstrating support for the mission of the nation’s community colleges. The attached “Dear Colleague” letter provides specific information about how this can be done.    

Thank you for your consideration, and please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Enclosure 

Show Your Support for Community Colleges in Your District

Join the Community College Caucus!

The purpose of the Community College Caucus (CCC) is to raise awareness within the House of Representatives about the unique role community colleges play within the American educational system.  The Caucus will serve as a forum to identify and discuss current issues, which affect community colleges.

Community colleges provide a low cost, close-to-home education to more than 11.9 million students a year.  The ability of the community college to adapt to the needs of the community situates them to play a key role in training workers in our evolving economy.

Did you know?

· there are over 1,157 public and private community colleges in the United States

· In 2003, people who had an Associate’s degree earned 22% more than those with only a high school diploma.  This salary difference was even greater for Hispanics and African Americans.

· 65% of new healthcare workers get their training at community colleges.

· 95% of businesses and organizations that use them recommend community college workforce education and training programs.

Support community colleges in your district!  Join the Community College Caucus.

For more information, or to join the caucus please contact Heather Parsons (Rep. Brad Miller's office) at heather.parsons@mail.house.gov or Sarah Rittling (Rep. Mike Castle's office) at sarah.rittling@mail.house.gov.
Sincerely,
_______________     _________________     _______________     _______________
Rep. Brad Miller        Rep. Michael Castle      Rep. David Wu           Rep. Roger Wicker

